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 The SinePost 
    The Monthly Newsletter of the Eastern Connecticut Amateur Radio Association   

 

A Message from the President 
 

August 2016 

    

Hello members and associates of ECARA.   

I just got back from a vacation in Niagara Falls.  It is hard to 

believe that nature created the Horseshoe and American Falls so 

close to each other.  The scenery was beautiful including the 

colored lights lighting up the falls at night.  The United States 

side appears to be a little on the depressed side, with many vacant 

homes and buildings.  The Canadian side was booming with 

many tourist attractions.  The New York State Park was beautiful. 

I listened to 146.52 while traveling but didn’t hear anyone. 

I had the opportunity to participate in the CQ VHF Contest on 

July 17
th

.  Six Meters was open with contacts along the east coast 

to Florida and openings to the west including Minnesota, 

Arizona, Wisconsin and a few others.  I didn’t hear anyone on 

two meters.  Overall the bands were quiet even with the opening.  

I hope you are all enjoying your summer.  

Our August meeting will be our summer picnic.  It will be 

held on Saturday August 13, 2016 at 1:00 PM at our Field Day 

site, the Pomfret Recreation Park on Rt. 97 in Pomfret.  We will 

have a Pot Luck meal and pizza provided by the club.  Please 

bring that special dish you have always wanted to share with us!  

See you at the picnic/meeting. 

 

73, 

K1CSP 

John Szamocki 

 

 

 2016 Officers 
President 

John Szamocki 

Thompson, CT  

K1CSP 

k1csp@arrl.net 

 
Vice President  
Tiffany Phillips 

Danielson, CT  

KC1BLH 

Tiffster33@gmail.com 

 

Secretary   
Peter Johnson  

Danielson, CT  

K1NLX 

K1NLX@snet.net 

 

Treasurer 
Frances Rollinson  

Pomfret Center, CT  

KB1DNO 

rollinsonf@sbcglobal.net 

 

Permanent Trustee 
Ed Shekleton 

Willington, CT  

K1ZE 

K1ZE@sbcglobal.net 
 

Trustee 

Dr Mike Therrien 

Putnam, CT 

N1MD 

N1MD@arrl.net 
 

Trustee 
Vincenzo Mazzarella 

Danielson, CT  

KB1JDX 

compuvin@yahoo.com 

 

Member at Large 
Al Lafleur 

Quinebaug, CT  

K1AGL 

k1agl@yahoo.com 
 

Member at Large 
Christy Johnson  

Danielson, CT  

N7BEO 

N7BEO@snet.net 

 

NEXT MEETING 
Pomfret Recreational Park 

 576 Hampton Road 

Pomfret , CT 06259 
Sat, 1:00 PM, August 13 

Get Directions 
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 ECARA Monthly Meeting 7/11/16 at DKH, Putnam. 

Meeting called to order at 1902 hrs. 

 

Attending Members: 

K1AGL, Al KB1DNO, Frankie 

K1CSP, John KB1JDX, Vinny 

K1DSK, Devendra KC1BLH, Tiffany 

K1NLX, Peter KC1ESW, Providencia 

KA0ERL, Ken KE1LI, Paul 

KA1KAC, Bill N1NNP, Mimi 

KA1MPG, Jon N7BEO,Christy 

KA1MPI, Ron  
 

Visitors, Guests & Past Members: none 

 

 
 

 

K1CSP presiding. Quorum established to conduct business.  

 

Secretary’s Report:  

Motion made to accept the June minutes as published in the 

July SinePost; seconded and carried.  

Treasure’s Report:  

For the month of June; beginning balance: $8293.78; 

expenses: antenna for camp – $193.50; field day food - 

$92.09; receipts: none; ending balance: $8008.19.  Motion 

made to accept the June Treasurer’s Report as read; seconded 

and carried.  

 

Old Business:  

 K1CSP gave briefing on Kid’s Day.  No kids showed up, 

no scouts, no young marines, but he had a lot of help to 

man four complete stations…not sure why there was no 

attendance but will look into it at a later time. 

 K1CSP reported that the Camp Waldron antenna fell 

down again and was removed until a reliable fix can be 

established.  Brief discussion on options followed, but no 

resolution. 

 KB1JDX reported that the DKH 5K Road Race (AKA 

Deary Road Race) needed a few more volunteers.  The 

race went without incidence but was not as well attended 

as in the past.   

 KA1MPG reported that the annual Field Day event 

needed more relief operators but otherwise went well 

despite numerous antenna problems.  Other shortfalls 

mentioned were satellite communications and message 

handling.  He also mentioned that the club was invited 

back for next year, and that he will be developing 

documentation for future layout assignments.  The 

Saturday pot luck well attended and everyone enjoyed a 

good time. 

 

New Business: 

 KB1JDX provided an update to his last report concerning  

the Brooklyn Fair (BF) ECARA exhibit indicating that he 

was not able to meet with BF committee regarding the 

availability of discounted tickets, however, he will 

continue to work on getting a resolution. 

 The annual ECARA picnic was discussed.  The attending 

members agreed that the picnic should be a combined 

picnic and business meeting.  It was decided that Monday, 

August 8
th

 meeting be moved to Saturday, August 13
th

 at 

the Pomfret Recreation Park.  This will be a pot luck 

lunch starting at 1PM.  Two party pizzas will be ordered 

by KC1BLH.  A motion was made, seconded and carried 

to authorize an amount NTE $100 for party supplies and 

food.  Members advised to BYO drinks and chairs for 

self, and entrees and/or desserts to share. 

 A motion was made that the Sep 12
th

 ECARA meeting be 

held at Camp Waldron and was seconded and carried.  

This still needs to be coordinated with the Lodge 

management to finalize the event scheduling for that date. 

(The semiannual meeting at QVEC was already scheduled 

for October 10
th

, and November presents additional 

weather risks for access to the camp leaving September as 

the only alternative for this year.) 

  

Good of the order: The ID cards applied for and processed 

though QVEC at the April 11
th

 meeting were unavoidably 

delayed due to other more pressing commitments, but should 

be available shortly.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 1940hrs.

 

A shout out to all those who pitched in to make Field Day the success is was! 
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Jim Dalterio Memorial Station Update 

By Jon, KA1MPG 

 

The callsign KZ1M 

has just been successfully 

renewed.  It is hard for 

me to believe that I’ve 

been the trustee of the 

Jim Dalterio Memorial 

Station for 10 years.  Jim 

was a close friend and a 

mentor.  There was a 

period of almost a decade 

when it seemed that Jim 

would serve as club 

president for two years, 

take a year off, and then 

serve another two years.  

He served as field day chairman for a decade.  It was during the field days that we 

became close.  Every year we would fire up the grill at midnight and share burgers, 

beer, and great conversation. 

Any club member is 

welcome to use KZ1M 

for a contest.  Just 

email me at 

KA1MPG@arrl.net 

before the contest to 

make sure no one has 

already requested to 

use the call for that 

contest. 

Jon KA1MPG 
   

 

 

mailto:KA1MPG@arrl.net
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ECARA Calendar of special events 2016: 
Club meetings held every second Monday of each month. 

 

Event Date Purpose 
Contact/Net 

Control 
Attendance 

O’Putnam Road Race 3/13 Safety & communications KB1JDX 6 attended 

ECARA Flea Market table set-up 3/18 8PM, St Joseph’s church hall, Dayville K1NLX 8 attended 

ECARA Flea Market 3/19 Club fund raiser K1NLX ~doz attended 

VE Session 3/19 Examination for those needing ham license KB1JDX 3 VEs 

ECARA Breakfast #1 
3/26 Social event, Main St Grille, Putnam 

0900 
K1NLX 23 attended 

Monthly meeting at QVEC 4/11 Monthly business agenda at 911 facility K1CSP 23 attended 

Jog with Judy 5/7 Safety & communications K1AGL 4-6 ops needed 

Sky Warn Class TBD Storm spotting & reporting, Location TBD TBD Anyone interested 

Woodstock Road Race 5/30 Safety & communications KE1LI 10 attended 

VE Session 6/8 Tests for new Techs and license upgrades KB1JDX 6 attended 

DKH 5K Road Race 6/18 Safety & communications KE1LI TBD 

Kid’s Day 
6/18 Demonstration and promote Amateur Radio 

services to youth (1-7PM) 
K1CSP Numerous OPS attended 

ECARA Field Day 6/24-26 Contesting & emergency readiness KA1MPG Couple dozen + attended 

Annual ECARA Picnic 
8/13 Socialization, and business related activities 

(if any), BYODrinks 
K1CSP Members,  family & friends 

VJ Day Parade 8/14 Safety & communications KB1JDX TBD 

Brookyn Fair 8/25-28 Promote Ham Radio to public KB1JDX 
 

Thompson Community Day 9/25 Promote Ham Radio to public KB1JDX TBD 

Harvester 5K Road Race Sep Safety & communications TBD  

Woodstock Road Race Oct Woodstock Academy TBD  

Monthly meeting at QVEC 10/10 Monthly business agenda at 911 facility K1NLX  

ECARA Breakfast #2 
Oct Social event, Main St Grille, Putnam 

0900 
K1NLX Members,  family & friends 

ARRL 2016 Simulated 
Emergency Test (SET) 

TBD 
Exercise in emergency communications N1CLV  

Dazzle Light Parade 11/27 Safety & communications (rain date TBD) TBD  

ECARA Election of Officers & 
Xmas Party 

12/12 Social & administrative event; officer election 
6PM @ Classic Pizza, Rt6, Brooklyn 

 
K1NLX Members,  family & friends 
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Membership Application Form: 

 
Eastern Connecticut Amateur Radio Association 

Membership Application / Renewal 

New Membership; Renewal Membership                                                        Today’s Date: 

If you are already a “Ham”, 
please complete below then 

the yellow area: 

If you are an aspiring “Ham”, 
please complete below then 

the yellow area: 

ADDITIONAL INFO 
(not required, but 

helpful) 

PLEASE SELECT 
ONE: 

CALL SIGN:  
FIRST & LAST NAME: YOUR DOB: 

 
INDIVIDUAL 

($20/yr) 

LICENSE 
CLASS: 

STREET ADDR: SPOUSE NAME: 
 

FAMILY 
($30/yr) 

HANDLE (nickname): CITY, STATE, ZIP: SPOUSE DOB: 
 

SENIOR 
($15/yr) 

FIRST YEAR LICENSED: 

ARRL MEMBER:  yes  no 

 DOM: 
 STUDENT 

                            CURRENT PHONES (home& cell) 
HOME:                                       CELL:   

1st Year 
ECARA 
course 

CURRENT EMAIL: Would you like to 
receive the SinePost? 

yes  no 
 PROVISIONAL 

ECARA Treasurer, PO Box 63 Dayville, CT 06241,  Phone # 860 928 5147, Fax # 860 928 3844 

 


