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 The SinePost 
    The Monthly Newsletter of the Eastern Connecticut Amateur Radio Association   

 

A Message from the President 
 

July 2016 

    
Hello members and associates of ECARA.   

I hope you all had a happy Independence Day!  The weather was great and 

perfect for outdoor activities.  I spent a few days up in North Conway prior to the 

Fourth.  It was a great time doing some outdoor activities like hiking, canoeing down 

the Saco River and, of course, watching the dancing bears at Clark’s Trading Post.  

The Wolfman says hello to all of you.  I spent a few minutes on 40 meters around the 

holiday working the Thirteen Colonies Special Event Stations in commemoration of 

the Fourth of July. It was a lot of fun. 

Anyway, I would like to comment on the great support shown by club members 

at the Kid’s Day event.  We had four HF stations set up and plenty of operators. 

Unfortunately it was too nice of a day, and the kids were doing other things.  I’m not 

sure what went wrong with that, but I’m sure it will be better in the winter.   

Vinny and others handled the Day Kimball Hospital Race the same morning as 

Kid’s Day. Thanks to all who helped out with that event.  

We then moved into Field Day at the Pomfret Recreation Park.  The weather was 

great and the facilities worked out well for us.  Jon KA1MPI did a great job as Field 

Day Chairman.  We operated 4A, with Ed (K1ZE) and Dr. Mike (N1MD) doing CW, 

Jon (KA1MPI) Ron (KA1MPG) and Margaret (N1NNP) operating SSB, Vinny 

(KB1JDX) and Phil (KBIJQA) setting up the VHF and 160 meter stations along with 

their comm. trailer, and John Turner (K1JFT) and I who set up and operated the 

GOTA Station.  We had a few visiting operators like Bernie (KB1DGY), 

Tiffany(KC1BLH), Paul (KE1LI), and Margaret (N1NNP).  Overall it was a great 

weekend and the food was excellent at the Saturday night pot luck dinner.  Thanks to 

all who participated.  A special thanks goes to Jon (KA1MPI) for being Field Day 

Chairman, Paul (KE1LI) for coordinating with the town to secure the facility, and 

John Turner (K1JFT) for being our Safety Officer and making sure the area was safe 

from hazards.  I hope to see more of you attend this event next year. 

We are in July and hopefully it will be a quieter month for us to enjoy the 

summer and go on vacation.  See you at the meeting. 

 

73, 

K1CSP 

John Szamocki 
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John Szamocki 

Thompson, CT  

K1CSP 

k1csp@arrl.net 

 
Vice President  
Tiffany Phillips 

Danielson, CT  

KC1BLH 

Tiffster33@gmail.com 

 

Secretary   
Peter Johnson  

Danielson, CT  

K1NLX 

K1NLX@snet.net 

 

Treasurer 
Frances Rollinson  

Pomfret Center, CT  

KB1DNO 

rollinsonf@sbcglobal.net 

 

Permanent Trustee 
Ed Shekleton 

Willington, CT  

K1ZE 

K1ZE@sbcglobal.net 
 

Trustee 

Dr Mike Therrien 

Putnam, CT 

N1MD 

N1MD@arrl.net 
 

Trustee 
Vincenzo Mazzarella 

Danielson, CT  

KB1JDX 

compuvin@yahoo.com 

 

Member at Large 
Al Lafleur 

Quinebaug, CT  

K1AGL 

k1agl@yahoo.com 
 

Member at Large 
Christy Johnson  

Danielson, CT  

N7BEO 
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NEXT MEETING 

 
320 Pomfret Street (Route 44) • Putnam, 

Connecticut 06260 
Main Phone: (860) 928-6541 

Get Directions 
Monday 7PM, July 11 
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ECARA Monthly Meeting 6/13/16 at DKH, Putnam. 

Meeting called to order at 1904 hrs. 

Attending Members: 

K1AGL, Al KB1JQA, Phil 

K1CSP, John KB1LYF, Jana 

K1DSK, Devendra KB1YZG, John 

K1JFT, John KB1ZOZ, Deb 

K1NLX, Peter KC1BLH, Tiffany 

K1ZE, Ed KE1LI, Paul 

KA0ERL, Ken N1MD, Dr. Mike 

KA1KAC, Bill N1NNP, Mimi 

KA1MPG, Jon N7BEO,Christy 

KA1MPI, Ron W1YFF, Ray 

KB1DNO, Frankie W1EQ, Bob 

KB1JDX, Vinny  
 

Visitors, Guests & Past Members: none 

 

 
K1CSP presiding. Quorum established to conduct business.  

 

Secretary’s Report:  

Motion made to accept the May minutes as published in the 

June SinePost; seconded and carried.  

Treasure’s Report:  

No activity for the month of May; continuing balance: 

$8293.78.  Motion made to accept the May Treasurer’s Report 

as read; seconded and carried.  

 

Old Business:  

 KB1JDX reported that six attended the VE session on 

3/19.  Of the six, three were taking the Tech exam, one 

was upgrading to General Class, and the other two 

upgraded to Extra Class. 

 KE1LI reported that the recent VHF contest was 

exhausting, but resulted in making about 500 contacts on 

6M, and working six countries.  He indicated that this 

exercise was “a lot of fun”.   

 K1CSP reported that the Camp Waldron antenna fell 

down again due to high winds, and was later restored with 

considerable difficulty.  The current fix is temporary but 

he suggested that a vertical antenna replace the long wire.  

Discussion tabled for another meetinging. 

 K1CSP reminded the group that Kid’s Day was coming 

up in a few days and the volunteers were still needed to 

staff the event from 1 to 7PM.  K1AGL & KA1MPG 

agreed to bring additional radios.  KE1LI, KB1DNO & 

KB1YFF volunteered to assist.  Set-up will be at 11AM to 

include a lengthy MS PowerPoint presentation; K1NLX 

to loan the shorter ARRL Cronkite DVD video.  Also, 

100 certificates were printed to give to the young 

participants. 

 W1EQ gave a short brief on the recent WINY broadcast 

regarding Kid’s Day, and also advised that articles were 

sent to both the Bulletin and Villager periodicals 

regarding both Kid’ Day and Field Day. 

 W1EQ advised that the QSL card binder for the past 

BSA/GSA JOTA event was completed. 

 KB1JDX announced that the DKH 5K Road race in just a 

few days still needs a couple more volunteers.  Ctc : 

KB1JDX 

 KA1MPG discussed details of field day: 

Band assignment made, N1MD to use digital; 

Authorization for purchase of field supplies requested, 

motion made for an NTE $150 allotment, seconded & 

carried; K1JFT appointed to be safety officer; 

KE1LI to bring grille & ice; Town selectman was invited; 

Message handling needed, Win-Link to be used; Checklist 

for acquiring contact points discussed; Discussed 

potential interference issues with NG0AT group at nearby 

Mashomouquet Park; Callsign KZ1M to be used for all 

fixed stations, and K1MUJ for all GOTA stations; KE1LI 

advised that the park gate will be locked after 8PM & that 

combo is 1
st
 four of MUJ freq; 

 

New Business: 

 KB1JDX discussed staffing efforts for the ECARA 

exhibit, and entrance fee reimbursements for volunteers; 

motion made for authorization then withdrawn after 

additional discussion regarding time, amount & method; 

action tabled until discounted tickets can be explored at 

the next Brooklyn Fair committee meeting. 

 The annual ECARA picnic was briefly discussed; will be 

discussed further at the next meeting. 

 K1JFT had 50 laminated dashboard placards made for 

identifying authorized volunteers for events, and has 

donated them to the club.  Discussion ensued concerning 

requirements for distribution, however, K1JFT indicated 

that one should be given to each paid member that 

participates in these events.  

 

Good of the order: free raffle of audio cables donated by 

K1ZE; a reminder that a new secretary and flea market chair 

will be needed 

 

Meeting adjourned at 2007hrs.

 

A shout out to K1JFT for donating the awesome rugged dashboard placards! 
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Day Kimball 5K Road Race Participation “Thank You” 

By Vinny, KB1JDX 

 

June 18th was the first annual DKH 5k Run 

(previously the Deary Road Race).  While the event 

wasn't as well attended as previous years, the race 

went off without a hitch and it looked like people 

were having fun.  As far as radio operators goes, we 

could have used another operator but we still did 

pretty good.  Thanks to John KB1YZG and 

Michael K1MLG for helping me cover the course. 

 

Field Day Wrap-up 

By Jon, KA1MPG 

 

Field day was a major success this year.  The weather was a vast improvement over last 

year.  It was dry and in the 80s all weekend.  The bands were great, we made over 1100 

contacts.  The food was great.  There was a plentiful supply of fantastic dishes for the potluck 

supper along with hot dogs and hamburgers.  The company was great.  About 25 people stopped 

by to help and socialize.   The Pomret Recreation Park proved to be a great location.  There was 

plenty of room to spread out so we weren’t interfering with each other.  There were more than 

enough tall trees for the antennas.  We have already been invited back there for next year. 

I would very much like to thank Vinny KB1JDX and Phil KB1JQA for setting up two 

complete stations.  Also I would very much like to thank Doctor Mike N1MD for setting up a 

digital station.  Ed K1ZE set up a CW station.  Thank you very much Ed.  John K1CSP set up 

the GOTA station.  Thank you very much John for all of your hard work.  I would also like to 

thank my dad, Ron KA1MPI, for helping me set up and man a phone station.   

I would very much like to thank everyone who helped out during field day.  You made 

field day a major success. 

Here is a how all of the stations did: 
Band CW Phone Dig Total 

160 0 1 0 1 

80 49 171 0 220 

40 211 384 10 605 

20 108 22 103 233 

15 37 19 1 57 

10 0 5 0 5 

6 3 53 0 56 

2 1 4 0 5 

70 0 1 1 2 
 

CW  409      Phone 660        Digital  115 

GOTA        81 

Total Contacts = 1,265 
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ECARA Calendar of special events 2016: 
Club meetings held every second Monday of each month. 

 

Event Date Purpose 
Contact/Net 

Control 
Attendance 

O’Putnam Road Race 3/13 Safety & communications KB1JDX 6 attended 

ECARA Flea Market table set-up 3/18 8PM, St Joseph’s church hall, Dayville K1NLX 8 attended 

ECARA Flea Market 3/19 Club fund raiser K1NLX ~doz attended 

VE Session 3/19 Examination for those needing ham license KB1JDX 3 VEs 

ECARA Breakfast #1 
3/26 Social event, Main St Grille, Putnam 

0900 
K1NLX 23 attended 

Monthly meeting at QVEC 4/11 Monthly business agenda at 911 facility K1CSP 23 attended 

Jog with Judy 5/7 Safety & communications K1AGL 4-6 ops needed 

Sky Warn Class TBD Storm spotting & reporting, Location TBD TBD Anyone interested 

Woodstock Road Race 5/30 Safety & communications KE1LI 10 attended 

VE Session 6/8 Tests for new Techs and license upgrades KB1JDX 6 attended 

DKH 5K Road Race 6/18 Safety & communications KE1LI TBD 

Kid’s Day 
6/18 Demonstration and promote Amateur Radio 

services to youth (1-7PM) 
K1CSP Several doz attended 

ECARA Field Day 6/24-26 Contesting & emergency readiness KA1MPG Members,  family & friends 

VJ Day Parade 8/14 Safety & communications KB1JDX TBD 

Annual ECARA Picnic 
TBD Socialization, and business related activities 

(if any), BYOB & soft drinks 
K1CSP Members,  family & friends 

Brookyn Fair 8/25-28 Promote Ham Radio to public KB1JDX 
 

Thompson Community Day 9/25 Promote Ham Radio to public KB1JDX TBD 

Harvester 5K Road Race Sep Safety & communications TBD  

Woodstock Road Race Oct Woodstock Academy TBD  

Monthly meeting at QVEC 10/10 Monthly business agenda at 911 facility K1NLX  

ECARA Breakfast #2 
Oct Social event, Main St Grille, Putnam 

0900 
K1NLX Members,  family & friends 

ARRL 2016 Simulated 
Emergency Test (SET) 

TBD 
Exercise in emergency communications N1CLV  

Dazzle Light Parade 11/27 Safety & communications (rain date TBD) TBD  

ECARA Election of Officers & 
Xmas Party 

12/12 Social & administrative event; officer election 
6PM @ Classic Pizza, Rt6, Brooklyn 

 
K1NLX Members,  family & friends 
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Membership Application Form: 

 
Eastern Connecticut Amateur Radio Association 

Membership Application / Renewal 

New Membership; Renewal Membership                                                        Today’s Date: 

If you are already a “Ham”, 
please complete below then 

the yellow area: 

If you are an aspiring “Ham”, 
please complete below then 

the yellow area: 

ADDITIONAL INFO 
(not required, but 

helpful) 

PLEASE SELECT 
ONE: 

CALL SIGN:  
FIRST & LAST NAME: YOUR DOB: 

 
INDIVIDUAL 

($20/yr) 

LICENSE 
CLASS: 

STREET ADDR: SPOUSE NAME: 
 

FAMILY 
($30/yr) 

HANDLE (nickname): CITY, STATE, ZIP: SPOUSE DOB: 
 

SENIOR 
($15/yr) 

FIRST YEAR LICENSED: 

ARRL MEMBER:  yes  no 

 DOM: 
 STUDENT 

                            CURRENT PHONES (home& cell) 
HOME:                                       CELL:   

1st Year 
ECARA 
course 

CURRENT EMAIL: Would you like to 
receive the SinePost? 

yes  no 
 PROVISIONAL 

ECARA Treasurer, PO Box 63 Dayville, CT 06241,  Phone # 860 928 5147, Fax # 860 928 3844 

 


