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 The SinePost 
    The Monthly Newsletter of the Eastern Connecticut Amateur Radio Association   

 

A Message from the President 
 

May 2016 

 
   Hello members and associates of ECARA.   

Here we are moving into May.  We have a busy couple of months coming up.  The 

weather is getting better and spring fever has set in.  People are anxious to get outside and 

get yard work done and all the outside projects that are on the list.  This is a great time to 

get your antennas straightened out or perhaps put up that new antenna that you have been 

waiting to try out.  If you have any antenna projects that you need help with, just put a 

message out on the reflector and we will put some help together to help you get it done.  

   I am feeling better after my brief hospital stay last month.  I am still limited on my 

physical activities but am feeling better every day.  I want to thank the membership for 

remembering me when I was ill. The Edible Arrangement you sent me was fantastic.  

   We are off to a busy start in May.  On Monday afternoon May 2
nd

, we are putting a 

Carolina Windom antenna up at the Waldron Scout Camp in Thompson for future use by 

us for meetings and other events.  Work crew will meet at 3:30 Pm at the site.  We will be 

providing communications for the Jog with Judy walk/run in Woodstock on May 7
th
.  A 

message will be sent via the reflector regarding staging times and location. On May 9
th
 we 

will have our first meeting at the Jesse Hay Foundation/ Waldron Scout Camp located at 

108 Mountain Hill Road, North Grosvenordale, Ct.  I hope to have the antenna up and 

functioning at the site and we will try some HF operating after the meeting.  At the end of 

the month, we will be providing communications for the Woodstock Road Race on 

Memorial Day.  

   June is also a busy month for ECARA.  Events in June include the VHF Contest, Kid’s 

Day on amateur Radio, and Field Day.  We will be discussing all of these including 

putting a schedule together for volunteers for Kid’s Day, and finalizing details for Field 

Day.  Field Day is being held at the Pomfret Recreational Field 576 Hampton Road 

Pomfret Center, Ct.  You will read about it in an article written by our Field Day 

Chairman Jon in this issue of the SinePost.  Please pay attention to the security code for 

the gate lock as the site gate will be locked after park hours.  

   Please do your best to help out with these events. See you at the meeting. 

 

73, 

K1CSP 

John Szamocki 

 

 

 

 2016 Officers 
President 

John Szamocki 

Thompson, CT  

K1CSP 

k1csp@arrl.net 

 
Vice President  
Tiffany Phillips 

Danielson, CT  

KC1BLH 

Tiffster33@gmail.com 

 

Secretary   
Peter Johnson  

Danielson, CT  

K1NLX 

K1NLX@snet.net 

 

Treasurer 
Frances Rollinson  

Pomfret Center, CT  

KB1DNO 

rollinsonf@sbcglobal.net 

 

Permanent Trustee 
Ed Shekleton 

Willington, CT  

K1ZE 

K1ZE@sbcglobal.net 
 

Trustee 

Dr Mike Therrien 

Putnam, CT 

N1MD 

N1MD@arrl.net 
 

Trustee 
Vincenzo Mazzarella 

Danielson, CT  

KB1JDX 

compuvin@yahoo.com 

 

Member at Large 
Al Lafleur 

Quinebaug, CT  

K1AGL 

k1agl@yahoo.com 
 

Member at Large 
Christy Johnson  

Danielson, CT  

N7BEO 

N7BEO@snet.net 

 

NEXT MEETING 

Camp Waldron, Jessie Hay 
Lodge 

108 Mountaion Hill Rd, Thompson, CT 

06255 
Get Directions 

Monday 7PM, May 9 
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ECARA Monthly Meeting 4/11/16 at QVEC, S. Killingly.   

Meeting called to order at 1907 hrs.  

 

Attending Members:  

K1AGL, Al KB1YZG, John 

KB1LYF, Jana KB1ZOZ, Deb 

K1JFT, John KC1BLH, Tiffany 

K1NLX, Peter KC1ESV, Todd 

K1ZE, Ed KE1LI, Paul 

KA0ERL, Ken N1NNP, Mimi 

KB1JDX, Vinny KC1ESW, Provi 

KA1MPG, Jon N7BEO,Christy 

KA1MPI, Ron N1XAE, Ray 

KB1DNO, Frankie W1YFF, Ray 

K1DSK, Devendra KB1ZOW, Brittany 

W1EQ, Bob  
Visitors, Guests & Past Members: KB1YZI 

 

 
 

KC1BLH presiding. Quorum established to conduct business.  

 

Secretary’s Report:  

Motion made to accept the March minutes as published in the 

April SinePost; seconded and carried.  

 

Treasure’s Report:  

March Beginning Balance: $6838.74; receipts – dues $282.60, 

hamfest – $1481.20; expenses – hamfest – $160.61, Sec of 

State annual filing -  $50, breakfast gratuity - $40; ending 

balance: $8351.93  

Motion made to accept the March Treasurer’s Report; 

seconded and carried.  

 

Old Business:  

 Hamfest/fleamarket briefing by K1NLX: all went well 

and the function hall was at full capacity.  More tables 

could have been sold but there were none left in storage.  

The club tables were loaded, much of the wares sold!  

Numerous ham said that they would like to have a table in 

next year’s event.  Discussion ensued regarding other 

potential venues for future events.  K1NLX advised the he 

will no longer be able to chair future events and asked 

that a member consider taking over the position.  Planning 

for this event needs to start soon, especially if the venue 

will change.  Ctc: K1CSP 

 Kid’s Day discussed for set-up at Camp Waldron; plan is 

to install a dipole; antenna ordered at a cost of $182, 

motion made to cover cost plus shipping, seconded & 

carried; brief discussion on call sign to be used, KZ1M 

established; W1EQ to publish article in Village on event, 

& KA1MPG to update website accordingly; K1AGL 

advised that no response received yet regarding 

attendance of Young Marines to event; more volunteers 

are needed to assist with set-up for event.  Ctc: K1CSP 

 It was unanimously decided that the next club meeting 

will be at Camp Waldron in Thompson, KA1MPG to 

update the ECARA.net website with additional info and 

map.   

 Field Day locations were briefly discussed again.  It was 

advised that the reservation application was submitted to 

the Town of Putnam for use of the recreation park but no 

confirmation yet.  The Allen Hill Tree Farm will be the 

back-up plan if the reservation is not approved.  Ctc: 

KE1LI 

 The Jog for Judy event on 5/7 still needs volunteers soon 

in order to get the correct complimentary shirt sizes.  Ctc: 

KB1JDX  

 

New Business: 

 W1UJ owns the ECARA.net domain name and renewed it 

for the next two years, gratis.  Ctc: KA1MPG 

(webmaster) 

 The Woodstock Road Race is on 5/30 & 7-8 volunteers 

are needed.  Ctc: KE1LI 

 A motion was made, seconded and carried to send an 

“edible arrangement” NTE $45 to K1CSP who is 

recovering from surgery.  Ctc: KB1DNO 

 Mailing of 83 QSL cards for the last BSA/GSA JOTA 

event cost $44.20.  Motion made to reimburse W1EQ, 

seconded & carried. 

 Motion made to reimburse K1NLX for office supplies 

totaling $28.93, seconded & carried. 

 A reminder that a tech class will be starting on 6/8 

followed by a VE session.  Ctc: KB1JDX 

 A reminder that this is the 100
th

 year for the ARRL 

National Parks On-The-Air event.  Ctc: K1ZE 

 A reminder that the K1MUJ repeater needs to be used 

more often.  Hams are invited to join in the Weather net, 

8PM every Wednesday, followed by the ARES net at 

9PM.  This is a great opportunity for new hams to practice 

their radio jargon.  Ctc: KB1JDX 

 The  Town of Brooklyn Emergency Management Team is 

sponsoring emergency response training starting on 4/30.  

One must attend the entire course for certification.  Ctc: 

Brooklyn Town for additional info. 

 

Good of the order: none  

 

Meeting adjourned at 1952hrs.
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A shout out to KC1BLH & KB1DNO for bringing the delicious, homemade treats of cookies 

and bars to the meeting!  Also, a special “thank you” to all those who donated items for the 

club tables at the fleamarket, and to W1UJ for renewing the ECARA.net domain name, gratis! 

 

 

Field Day Announcement 

By Jon, KA1MPG 

 

   The Eastern Connecticut Amateur 

Radio Association will be holding Field 

Day this year at the Pomfret Recreation 

Park.  The address is 576 Hampton 

Road (Route 97) in Pomfret 

Connecticut.  

   Setup will begin Friday, June 24 at 

2:00 pm and will last for several hours.  

The contest begins at 2:00 pm on 

Saturday, June 25
 
and will end at 2:00 

pm on Sunday. 

   We will need help for the setup and the tear down which takes place right after 

the contest ends.  We will need a lot of relief operators during the entire 24 hours 

of the contest.  If you can only help for an hour or two that would be a big help. 

   On Saturday evening at 6:00 pm the club will be having a potluck supper.  All 

are welcome.  If you can make a dish or a dessert item, please do so.  

   The gate at the entrance to the park will be locked from dusk to dawn.  The lock 

will be a combination lock with the combination of 1472.  Please bring the 

combination with you.  We will be monitoring the repeater at all times if you need 

directions to the park or assistance with the lock. 

 

Jon KA1MPG 

2016 ECARA Field Day Chairman 
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ECARA Calendar of special events 2016: 
Club meetings held every second Monday of each month. 

 

Event Date Purpose 
Contact/Net 

Control 
Attendance 

O’Putnam Road Race 3/13 Safety & communications KB1JDX 6 attended 

ECARA Flea Market table set-up 3/18 8PM, St Joseph’s church hall, Dayville K1NLX 8 attended 

ECARA Flea Market 3/19 Club fund raiser K1NLX ~doz attended 

VE Session 3/19 Examination for those needing ham license KB1JDX 3 VEs 

ECARA Breakfast #1 
3/26 Social event, Main St Grille, Putnam 

0900 
K1NLX 23 attended 

Monthly meeting at QVEC 4/11 Monthly business agenda at 911 facility K1CSP 23 attended 

Jog with Judy 5/7 Safety & communications K1AGL 4-6 ops needed 

Sky Warn Class TBD Storm spotting & reporting, Location TBD TBD Anyone interested 

Woodstock Road Race 5/30 Safety & communications KE1LI 7-8 ops needed 

VE Session 6/8 Tests for new Techs and license upgrades KB1JDX Anyone interested & ready 

Kid’s Day 
6/18 Demonstration and promote Amateur Radio 

services to youth (2-8PM) 
K1CSP Half doz or more needed 

ECARA Field Day 6/24-26 Contesting & emergency readiness KA1MPG Members,  family & friends 

Deary Road Race Aug Safety & communications KB1JDX 
 

VJ Day Parade 8/14 Safety & communications KB1JDX 
 

Annual ECARA Picnic 
TBD Socialization, and business related activities 

(if any), BYOB & soft drinks 
K1CSP Members,  family & friends 

Brookyn Fair 8/25-28 Promote Ham Radio to public KB1JDX 
 

Thompson Community Day Sep Promote Ham Radio to public KB1JDX 
 

Harvester 5K Road Race Sep Safety & communications TBD  

Woodstock Road Race Oct Woodstock Academy TBD  

Monthly meeting at QVEC Oct Monthly business agenda at 911 facility K1NLX  

ECARA Breakfast #2 
Oct Social event, Main St Grille, Putnam 

0900 
K1NLX Members,  family & friends 

ARRL 2016 Simulated 
Emergency Test (SET) 

TBD 
Exercise in emergency communications N1CLV  

Dazzle Light Parade Nov Safety & communications (rain date TBD) TBD  

ECARA Election of Officers & 
Xmas Party 

12/12 Social & administrative event; officer election 
6PM @ Classic Pizza, Rt6, Brooklyn 

 
K1NLX Members,  family & friends 
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Membership Application Form: 

 
Eastern Connecticut Amateur Radio Association 

Membership Application / Renewal 

New Membership; Renewal Membership                                                        Today’s Date: 

If you are already a “Ham”, 
please complete below then 

the yellow area: 

If you are an aspiring “Ham”, 
please complete below then 

the yellow area: 

ADDITIONAL INFO 
(not required, but 

helpful) 

PLEASE SELECT 
ONE: 

CALL SIGN:  
FIRST & LAST NAME: YOUR DOB: 

 
INDIVIDUAL 

($20/yr) 

LICENSE 
CLASS: 

STREET ADDR: SPOUSE NAME: 
 

FAMILY 
($30/yr) 

HANDLE (nickname): CITY, STATE, ZIP: SPOUSE DOB: 
 

SENIOR 
($15/yr) 

FIRST YEAR LICENSED: 

ARRL MEMBER:  yes  no 

 DOM: 
 STUDENT 

                            CURRENT PHONES (home& cell) 
HOME:                                       CELL:   

1st Year 
ECARA 
course 

CURRENT EMAIL: Would you like to 
receive the SinePost? 

yes  no 
 PROVISIONAL 

ECARA Treasurer, PO Box 63 Dayville, CT 06241,  Phone # 860 928 5147, Fax # 860 928 3844 

 


