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 The SinePost 
    The Monthly Newsletter of the Eastern Connecticut Amateur Radio Association   

 

A Message from the President 
 

January 2016 

 

Hello members and associates of ECARA.  

First of all I would like to wish each and every one of you a very happy and 

healthy new year.  Thank you for your support in electing me as your new 

president.  I will work hard for you and always keep ECARA’s best interests in 

mind during my decision making process. I would like to thank Al, K1AGL for 

his dedication as president over the last two years.  He did a great job and was 

always sincere in his actions.  I would also like to thank the other outgoing 

officers, and Frankie and Pete (who are in office for, yet again, another 

term…LOL) for their hard work and dedication. 

I am anxious to begin my new term as president and look forward to working 

with Tiffany, the new vice president, the executive committee and the 

membership in 2016.  I will be looking for help from everyone, as I did in my 

previous terms as president.  I am a firm believer in setting up advisory 

committees within the membership to investigate options and report back to us at 

the monthly meetings regarding different tasks and events. 

It is our function to promote amateur radio and keep the hobby going strong. 

In doing so we need to make our voices heard to the public, and educate them on 

what amateur radio is.  I would like to see ECARA host more events where 

amateur radio is displayed to the public and focus on getting youth involved, as 

we did during the Scouting Jamboree on the Air in October.  I would also like to 

get our new hams comfortable with operating techniques.  I hope to accomplish 

this by setting up an HF station at some of the monthly meetings and dedicate 

some time for operating,  so that our new hams can actually get on the air and 

operate on HF with the assistance of experienced hams. 

With the experience and knowledge within our membership, all of this can be 

easily accomplished.  As AL (K1AGL) always says, “This is your club”.  Let’s 

make the upcoming year a great one for amateur radio. 

 

73, 

K1CSP 

John Szamocki 

 

 2016 Officers 
President 

John Szamocki 

Thompson, CT  

K1CSP 

k1csp@arrl.net 

 
Vice President  
Tiffany Phillips 

Danielson, CT  

KC1BLH 

Tiffster33@gmail.com 

 

Secretary   
Peter Johnson  

Danielson, CT  

K1NLX 

K1NLX@snet.net 

 

Treasurer 
Frances Rollinson  

Pomfret Center, CT  

KB1DNO 

rollinsonf@sbcglobal.net 

 

Permanent Trustee 
Ed Shekleton 

Willington, CT  

K1ZE 

K1ZE@sbcglobal.net 
 

Trustee 

Dr Mike Therrien 

Putnam, CT 

N1MD 

N1MD@arrl.net 
 

Trustee 
Vincenzo Mazzarella 

Danielson, CT  

KB1JDX 

compuvin@yahoo.com 

 

Member at Large 
Al Lafleur 

Quinebaug, CT  

K1AGL 

k1agl@yahoo.com 
 

Member at Large 
Christy Johnson  

Danielson, CT  

N7BEO 

N7BEO@snet.net 

 

NEXT MEETING 

 
320 Pomfret Street (Route 44) • Putnam, 

Connecticut 06260 • Main Phone: (860) 928-6541 
Get Directions 

Monday 7PM, January 11 

 

mailto:k1csp@arrl.net
mailto:Tiffster33@gmail.com
mailto:K1NLX@snet.net?subject=K1NLX@snet.net
file:///Q:/ECARA/Secretary%20Info/Sinepost/Newsletters/Drafts%20-%20MSW/rollinsonf@sbcglobal.net
mailto:K1ZE@sbcglobal.net
mailto:N1MD@arrl.net
mailto:compuvin@yahoo.com
mailto:k1agl@yahoo.com
mailto:N7BEO@snet.net
http://www.daykimball.org/directions/
http://www.daykimball.org/
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ECARA Monthly Meeting & Christmas Party 12/14/15 at 

Classic Pizza, Brooklyn.   

Meeting called to order at 1833 hrs.  

 

Attending Members:  

K1AGL, Al KB1UWC, Angie 

K1CSP, John KB1ZOW, Brittany 

K1JFT, John KB1ZPD, Eric 

K1NLX, Peter KC1BLH, Tiffany 

KA1KAC, Bill KE1LI, Paul 

KA1MPG, Jon N1NNP, Mimi 

KA1MPI, Ron N1XAE, Ray 

KB1DNO, Frankie N7BEO,Christy 

KB1JDX, Vinny W1TR, Terry 

KB1JQA, Phil W1YFF, Ray 
Visitors, Guests & Past Members: KC1ESK, KC1CVU, 

KC1ESZ, KC1ESW, KC1ESV, Virginia, Ava, Aiden, Earl, 

Patricia, Doris, Gail 

 

 
 

K1AGL presiding. Quorum established to conduct business.  

 

Secretary’s Report:  

Motion made to accept the November minutes as published in 

the November SinePost, and amended to correct reference to 

KC1BLH incorrectly reported as KB1BLH; seconded and 

carried.  

 

Treasure’s Report:  

Beginning Balances: $6671.07; receipts – dues $100; expenses 

– fleamarket flyers $18.61, breakfast gratuity $28.57; ending 

balance: $6723.89.  Motion made to accept the November 

Treasurer’s Report; seconded and carried.  

 

Old Business:  

 KB1JDX reported that the Dazzle Light Parade in Putnam 

on 29 Nov was a “piece of cake”.  No incidents were 

reported. 

 KB1JDX reported that the Simulated Emergency Test 

(SET) on 11/14 & 15 went well.  A lot of contacts were 

made this year (last year we were 5
th

 in USA).  K1JSH 

assisted with net control.   

 The towers and associated materials belonging to SK 

Dick Peiche are being dismantled.  Anyone interested in 

acquiring some of these items please contact KE1LI.  

 2016 fleamarket flyers are still available for anyone to 

distribute at interim events and venues.  Ctc: K1NLX 

 Per club constitution regarding the annual assessment of 

dues, a motion was made to keep the 2016 dues the same 

as those of 2015; seconded and carried. 

 K1AGL thanked the club for the privilege of being 

president and provided a brief on his past two years of 

service as club president.  He also encouraged members to 

vote for someone who can take the club to the “next 

level”. 

 KB1JDX presented K1AGL with a special T shirt as a 

token of appreciation for his past two years of service as 

president. 

 

New Business: 

 KA1MPG, Jon, again volunteered to chair the annual field 

day event for 2016.  

 The annual requirement for establishing ECARA dues 

rates was briefly discussed.  Motion made to keep the 

dues same as the 2015 rates, seconded and carried. 

 K1AGL announced that membership applications were 

received by KC1CVU, KC1ESV, KC1ESW, KC1ESX, 

KC1ESZ.  They will need to attend one more meeting in 

order to be voted in as members. 

 Further nominations were solicited for 2016 ECARA 

officers.   

Updated nominations/declinations: 

President: KC1BLH, KB1JDX, K1CSP 

Vice President: KC1BLH, K1AGL 

Secretary: K1NLX 

Treasurer: KB1DNO 

Trustee: K1AGL, KB1JDX, KB1JQA, KE1LI 

Member-at-Large: K1AGL, KA1KAC, KB1ZOW 

 

Above nominees highlighted in YELLOW were 

elected/re-elected by majority vote.  Congratulations to 

2016 officers by outgoing president, K1AGL; and brief 

message by incoming president, K1CSP. 

 

Good of the order: attendees reminded that the club will be 

paying the gratuity for all meals and non-alcoholic beverages. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 1903hrs. 
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KZ1M Jim Dalterio Memorial Station Update 

By W1EQ 
  

In the December issue of the newsletter, I mentioned that I would write 

about LOTW, Log of the World and the art of QSL’ing. 

 First, let’s go back in history.  I was licensed in 1963.  At that time, the FCC 

required that all ham radio activity had to be logged.  The American Radio Relay 

League sold a log book, called the Amateur Radio Station Log, which sold for fifty 

cents. Today, that log book, which is almost identical as my 1963 edition, sells for 

$7.95. 

 The first page in my first log book has 17 entries; stations that I called and 

the comments section states “no answer”.  In those days, even if you didn’t talk to 

anybody, you still had to log in your activity.  My first “real” contact was on 

January 24, 1963 with K1LEM on 80 meters, CW with Gary in Burlington 

Vermont. 

 So, of course, I wanted a 

QSL for that first contact, and 

the many that followed.  QSL 

is the Q code for: Can you 

acknowledge receipt?  I am 

acknowledging receipt.  In 

other words, I wanted a 

“receipt”, QSL card confirming 

that first contact. For you 

newly licensed hams, I’m sure 

you would like a card to verify 

that first radio contact. 

 At that time, the only resource that listed addresses for all hams in the 

United States was a book about 2 inches thick and the size of an old Sears catalog. 

Hams would have cards printed or make their own and send them out with hopes 

that the receiving amateur would return a card.  Didn’t always happen.  We used a 

postcard type QSL, stamp cost was three cents.  Yes, that was a lot of money in 

those days.  My gross pay at the time was $80.00 a week. 

 Okay, enough of the ancient history.  In this day and age of computers, it’s 

easy to find an address for a ham that you have talked too. You go to 

www.qrz.com and log in. You will have to register and establish a user name and 

password.  There is no cost to use the web site.  

 Now, you have access to the world wide list of all hams.  Look up your call, 

check to see how many lookups for your call.  Every time a call is looked up the 

lookup counter increases. You will read biographies, pictures and stories.  A whole 

http://www.qrz.com/
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bunch of good stuff.  That’s your assignment for the day: Look up calls on 

www.qrz.com. 

 Just a few more words about QSL’ing.  When you start to talking to hams in 

foreign countries, you’re going to want that card and it can get expensive. 

However, you have two less expensive ways: The ARRL outgoing QSL service 

and the W1 QSL Bureau.  First, if you are talking to hams in foreign countries, you 

really need to get some postage money to the W1 QSL bureau. The link:  

http://w1qsl.org/  

 I won’t burden you with all the details, the link explains it all. Hams in 

foreign countries send cards to the W1QSL bureau and cards with your call sign on 

them, are forwarded to you.  For example, yesterday, I received over 200 cards 

from the bureau…all from foreign countries asking for a card from me.  Now, let’s 

do the math.  If I wanted to, I could mail each one back in an airmail envelope, 

with a  stamp that cost just over a buck.  That’s over $200!  There’s an easier way. 

 All my radio contacts are in a logging software called DX4WIN. I will 

access the program and search for each call sign on a card and verify that I have 

had a contact with that person.  With a couple of key clicks, I can confirm and print 

all the labels for QSL card requests that I have received.  I place those labels on my 

card. Then I ship the cards to the ARRL Outgoing QSL Service in Newington, 

Connecticut.  The cost just $15.00. You can find more info on the ARRL website. 

 Finally, Logbook of the World, or LOTW, established on September 15, 

2003.  In an effort to cut costs for amateur radio operators, the ARRL designed a 

system where hams could upload their logs to a common server and through the 

magic of electronics, confirmation of contacts could be documented. It sounds 

complicated, but if K1ZE can do it, anybody can. If you want a good explanation 

of the process, you only need to go the ARRL website.  Perhaps, the club can have 

someone from the ARRL come in and do a presentation on this service.  LOTW 

cuts down on mailing costs of QSL cards. 

 I have over 78,000 individual QSO’s in my logging software and of that 

78K, I have 14,000 QSL cards stored in shoe boxes.  On LOTW, I have 85,653 

QSO records and 33,826 QSL records.   In other words, without LOTW, I probably 

would have over 40K in cards.  The 85K records in LOTW include QSO’s made as 

K1YRP (my old call) and QSO’s made as KP2/W1EQ.   

 Not everybody uses LOTW; I did receive 200 cards yesterday. Some folks 

still like that to have that card in hand.  There is a cost to using LOTW, and set up 

can be cumbersome.  LOTW is just over 10 years old and growing.  

 I hope that you find the information in this writeup helpful. If you have any 

questions, don’t hesitate to email me at rgarceau@snet.net  

 

73, Bob Garceau, W1EQ 
 

 

http://www.qrz.com/
http://w1qsl.org/
mailto:rgarceau@snet.net
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ECARA Calendar of special events 2016: 
Club meetings held every second Monday of each month. 

 

Event Date Purpose 
Contact/Net 

Control 
Attendance 

Executive Meeting TBD define direction for year K1AGL 
 

ECARA Breakfast #1 
Mar Social event, Main St Grille, Putnam 

0900 
KE1LI Members,  family & friends 

ECARA Flea Market table set-up 3/18 8PM, St Joseph’s church hall, Dayville K1NLX 
 

ECARA Flea Market 3/19 Club fund raiser K1NLX 
 

VE Session 3/19 Examination for those needing ham license KB1JDX 
 

O’Putnam Road Race Mar Safety & communications TBD 
 

Monthly meeting at QVEC Apr Monthly business agenda at 911 facility K1CSP 
 

Jog with Judy May Safety & communications TBD 
 

Sky Warn Class TBD Storm spotting & reporting, Location TBD TBD Anyone interested 

Woodstock Road Race MAY Safety & communications TBD 
 

ECARA Field Day TBD Contesting & emergency readiness KA1MPG 
 

Deary Road Race Aug Safety & communications KB1JDX 
 

VJ Day Parade Aug Safety & communications KB1JDX 
 

Annual ECARA Picnic 
TBD Socialization, and business related activities 

(if any), BYOB & soft drinks 
K1CSP Members,  family & friends 

Brookyn Fair Aug Promote Ham Radio to public KB1JDX 
 

Thompson Community Day Sep Promote Ham Radio to public KB1JDX 
 

Harvester 5K Road Race Sep Safety & communications TBD  

Woodstock Road Race Oct Woodstock Academy TBD  

Monthly meeting at QVEC Oct Monthly business agenda at 911 facility K1NLX  

ECARA Breakfast #2 
Oct Social event, Main St Grille, Putnam 

0900 
K1NLX Members,  family & friends 

BSA JOTA 
TBD Demonstration and promote Amateur Radio 

services to youth 
K1CSP  

ARRL 2016 Simulated 
Emergency Test (SET) 

TBD 
Exercise in emergency communications N1CLV  

Dazzle Light Parade Nov Safety & communications (rain date TBD) TBD  

ECARA Election of Officers & 
Xmas Party 

12/12 Social & administrative event; officer election 
6PM @ Classic Pizza, Rt6, Brooklyn 

 
K1NLX Members,  family & friends 
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Membership Application Form: 

 
Eastern Connecticut Amateur Radio Association 

Membership Application / Renewal 

New Membership; Renewal Membership                                                        Today’s Date: 

If you are already a “Ham”, 
please complete below then 

the yellow area: 

If you are an aspiring “Ham”, 
please complete below then 

the yellow area: 

ADDITIONAL INFO 
(not required, but 

helpful) 

PLEASE SELECT 
ONE: 

CALL SIGN:  
FIRST & LAST NAME: YOUR DOB: 

 
INDIVIDUAL 

($20/yr) 

LICENSE 
CLASS: 

STREET ADDR: SPOUSE NAME: 
 

FAMILY 
($30/yr) 

HANDLE (nickname): CITY, STATE, ZIP: SPOUSE DOB: 
 

SENIOR 
($15/yr) 

FIRST YEAR LICENSED: 

ARRL MEMBER:  yes  no 

 DOM: 
 STUDENT 

                            CURRENT PHONES (home& cell) 
HOME:                                       CELL:   

1st Year 
ECARA 
course 

CURRENT EMAIL: Would you like to 
receive the SinePost? 

yes  no 
 PROVISIONAL 

ECARA Treasurer, PO Box 63 Dayville, CT 06241,  Phone # 860 928 5147, Fax # 860 928 3844 

 


