
KZ1M Jim Dalterio Memorial Station Update 

By W1EQ 

 

I thought we would start the New Year with an update on the club sponsored 

memorial station, KZ1M.  For the old timers in the club, KZ1M is a familiar call of 

one our members who passed away in 2004.  Jim was our Field Day Chairman for 

many years and he would remind us at our January meeting:  “130 days until Field 

Day”, Jim would say. 

I would like to update the new 

members on the history of KZ1M.  Jim 

became a silent key on May 30, 2004. 

He would have been 49 the next day.  

He lived in Manchaug, Massachusetts. 

He left a wife and two daughters He 

was a member of the ECARA and the 

Yankee Clipper Contest Club.  He was 

an avid contester, operating in most 

major radio contests.  At the May 2005 

Contest Dinner, held in Dayton, Ohio , Jim’s name and call sign were listed in the 

program, along with other silent key (SK) and  acknowledged by the master of 

ceremonies with a moment of silence from the large crowd.  Ed, K1ZE, Dave, 

N3XF and I were present at the dinner, and it was emotional.  The ultimate honor: 

acknowledgement from your peers.  

Another way to honor a SK is for someone to take the call and continue the 

legacy.  On August 8, 2006, the ECARA became the holder of KZ1M, Jim 

Dalterio Memorial Station.  Jonathan Fournier, KA1MPG is the trustee.  I 

volunteered to be the QSL manager.  The call sign, with Jon’s approval, has been 

used in a number of contests.  

Jay, W1UJ has operated in a number of contests, using KZ1M. Ed, K1ZE and I 

have used the call in the 160 CW contest and I in other contests.  I have and will 

continue to encourage the club to use KZ1M in all of our Field Day operations.  

The  first contact, using Jim’s call, was with PJ2T in the CQ Worldwide SSB 

contest at 00:05 UTC on October 28, 2006.  Since then, 16,255 contacts have been 

logged, using KZ1M, in various contests and activities.  All contacts were 

uploaded to the ARRL Log of the World (LOTW), where we have 7,678 QSL 

records.  KZ1M is eligible for DXXCC (144 different countries), 118 countries on 

15 meters and 134 on 20 meters.  Worked all states (WAS) mixed and on Morse 

code (CW).  

As we enter the 10th year using Jim’s call, I encourage club members to keep 

KZ1M in mind, when you operate in a contest or an activity. 

 

Bob Garceau, W1EQ   

 


