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A Message from the President
May 2014
Members All...

REMINDER: This month’s meeting is at QVEC, Rtl01 East
Killingly.

May is “finally” here, and warmer, and drier weather...we hope!
Activities are picking up for ECARA and other ham events: Jog with
Judy was just completed, and “thank you” to everyone who assisted.
Flea Markets are aplenty...did anyone pick up any good deals at
Near East in Deerfield? Skywarn Class is May 20" 7PM at NDDH
in Brooklyn...please remember to pre-register even if it is just a
refresher for you! We have the Woodstock Road Race on Memorial
Day weekend coming up; also on that weekend ANGEL RIDE will
take place throughout Eastern Connecticut for the Hole in the Wall
Gang Camp...operators are always needed, and this is a great
opportunity for new Hams to get involved. ECARA Field Day is just
around the corner, June 28/29, and if you plan to go please let me
know so we can figure on what we need for the weekend ASAP.
Swamp Net is picking up activity on Wednesday nights (the one
thing I can’t believe is the operator from Richmond RI using a J pole
antenna inside his attic and being heard with a 5x9 signal...although
having a 500 ft. elevation does help).

Catch you on the air;

73’s
Al K1AGL
President

NEXT MEETING
***|S AT THE QVEC QV911 CENTER***
1249 Hartford Pike East Killingly, CT 06243

Click Here for Map
Monday 7PM, May 12
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ECARA Monthly Meeting 4/14/14 at DKH
Meeting called to order at 19:07hrs.
Attending Members:
K1AGL, Al
K1CSP, John
K1INLX, Peter
K1ZE, Ed
KAL1MPG, Jon
KA1MPI, Ron
KB1DNO, Frankie
KB1JDX, Vinny
KB1ZOV, Skip
KB1ZOW, Brittany
KC1BLH, Tiffany
KE1LI, Paul
NINNP, Margaret
N7BEO, Christy
WI1EQ, Bob
Visitors, Guests & Past Members:
N1TYN, Gerry

Secretary’s Report - Motion made, seconded and carried to
accept March club minutes as posted in this month’s

SinePost.

Treasure's report — Expenses for March; $124.82 to mail
badges; $150 for hall rental; $10.94 raffle tickets. Receipts for
March: $2200.55 dues and hamfest proceeds. Ending balance
$9.465.41. Motion to accept the report as read was seconded,
and carried.

Old Business:
e "Easy-Up" purchase - nothing done yet
e Eric (KB1ZPD) offered space on E Thompson FD
65ft tower, but still needs to be discussed further.
e Paul (KELLI), reported on March 28 HT battery build
at his home. Almost a dozen attendees, but project
completion was extended to 9 May @ 6:30PM.

New Business:

e Jog w/Judy on 5/3 needs a Net Control operator.
KB1JDX volunteered. Ctc: KB1IDX

e  Club received permission to host Field Day at the
Allen Hill Tree Farm, discussion concerning
hardware to be used at site followed. A press release
was also discussed, Pete (K1NLX) to discuss further
with Jana (KB1LYF). Field Day set-up 2PM Friday,
27 Jun. Ctc: KIAGL & K1IMPG

ECARA Monthly Meeting
Attendance

e  Sky Warn course coming up on May 20 at Northeast
District Dept of Health on 69 S Main in Brooklyn.
Members are encouraged to attend. Pre-registration
required. Click here to register.

e The Woodstock Memorial Day Race date was
incorrectly posted on the calendar. Calendar date
changed to 5/26 (Memorial Day). At least seven ops
needed. Ctc: KE1LI

e Name tag holders were offered gratis by Skip
(KB1ZOV). Thank you for your thoughtfulness (put
mine to use right away).

e Badges were discussed for new and renewal
memberships who have yet to receive one. It was
decided to wait another month before creating a list
of recipients. Ctc: KBIDNO

e The new rag chew net, Swamp Net, was announced
at the previous meeting and participation has been
very good. Net time is Wed, 9PM on the VHF
repeater. All welcome to join in!

e Motion made, seconded and carried to accept new
members:

KTING, Tad
KC1BLH, Tiffany
KC1BLI, Rob
KC1BLJ, Mark
KC1BGP, Robert
K1DMB, Doug
Welcome aboard to all!

Good of the order: None
Meeting adjourned at 1935hrs.


http://www.erh.noaa.gov/box/officePrograms/skywarn/skywarnTraining.shtml

Special Report: What is Field Day?

by Jon KAIMPG

Field Day is the largest amateur radio emergency preparation exercise in the United
States. Every year around 30,000 amateur radio operators gather at locations across
the country and operate for 24 hours straight under emergency conditions. The
purpose of this event is to simulate conditions that would be found after a major disaster
such as a hurricane or an earthquake. Ham radio clubs set up stations at remote
locations where no facilities exist for normal radio operation. The clubs bring everything
they need with them. This includes tents, trailers, generators, and of course all of the
radio equipment, antennas, and towers. Clubs set up more than one complete station,
some as many as 20. The Eastern Connecticut Amateur Radio Association usually sets
up five or six stations. This year we will set up at the Allen Hill Farm located at 542
Allen Hill Road in Brooklyn, Connecticut.

Field Day is a contest. The purpose of the event is to contact as many stations as
possible during a 24 hour period. This is done under difficult conditions. It is also
practice for the relaying information that takes place during actual emergencies. Each
station has information that it has to exchange with other stations.

Field Day is an educational experience. If you have never participated before, there are
plenty of club members who are more than willing to teach you everything they know
about all aspects of Field Day and ham radio in general. If you have never operated
before, this is a perfect opportunity to get on the air for the first time. If you have never
operated a contest before there are many experienced contesters who enjoy teaching
the ins and outs of contesting. There will be other educational activities during the
weekend.

Field Day is a huge social event. Hams get together and have fun and enjoy each
other's company. There are usually many people just talking and hanging out at all
hours. These are either hams that are there waiting for their turn to operate, or people
who come to Field Day just for the socializing. | have made many close friendships
during Field Days. | know many others who have had similar experiences.

Field Day is also a weekend full of great food. Saturday evening there is always a pot
luck supper where club members bring dishes of all sorts to share with everyone. There
is usually a plentiful supply of desert items. The club usually buys hot dogs and
hamburgers, and soda for those that attend although last year the club bought pizza
instead because we could not secure a gas grill for the weekend. | usually make a
batch of beer just for Field Day and share it with everyone.

Most of all Field Day is a fun weekend. All those that attend have a great time. Please
attend for as much time as you are able to. The dates for the 2014 event are Saturday,
June 28 through Sunday, June 29 with setup Friday, June 27 starting at 2pm.



Special Report: Battery Operated Digital Station

by Vinny KB1JDX

Hard to believe that hurricane Irene, which hit CT as a tropical storm back in 2011, was
so long ago. During that time, parts of the state was out of power for days. Here in
Danielson, | was out of power for five. Besides not having hot water, | still had many of
the comforts of home. These five days sparked
many ideas for improving my resilience in events
like these.

One of these ideas is pictured here. | know what
you are thinking. Looks like a normal server rack,
right? Not quite. One of the issues that | had with
Irene was that Irene was a weather event and | had
no way of reporting my weather data because the
power went out at 6 am that first day. What you see
here is an attempt to solve this problem.

So what's so special about this rack? The whole
rack is designed for availability and the focus is
what | like to call my battery operated server. The
“server” is really a laptop with a special power
supply that | pieced together. Let's start with the , :
obvious, the two Samlex SEC-1223 power supplies. \ : :
Some of you may be familiar with these as they are commonly used for Ham Radio
applications. These supply power to the laptop (one is live, one is a spare) and the 12
volt output is converted to the 19.5 volts needed by the laptop. But what if the power
goes out? Not a problem! Should the power go out to the SEC-1223s and it stay off for
more than an hour as it is on a UPS, the laptop will automatically switch over to my
, . backup batteries charged by my solar system.

The next thing that occurred to me is that | have a lot of
solar power so why not use this power when available
and cut my electric bill. I accomplished this but using a
USB operated switch which allows the laptop to check
on the status of the batteries, see if they are fully
charged, and turn on or off the AC power supply
accordingly. It even sends me an e-mail letting me
know if the batteries are low and it needs to switch
back to AC power!

Why is my weather data so important? My station is a
registered station with the CWOP program through the
National Weather Service (NWS). CWOP stands for
Citizen Weather Observer Program and the data gets




fed into the NWS's MADIS system (Meteorological Assimilation Data Ingest System).
From there it is used by the NWS for forecasting and generating weather alerts and it
also is picked by many other agencies for quality control or forecasting use. For
instance, Weather Underground (www.wunderground.com) uses this data. So if you've
ever got your forecast from the National Weather Service/NOAA or Weather
Underground, my station has helped with this.

Additionally on this laptop is my APRS and packet/Winlink system. If the Internet or
even the power goes out, | know that | will be able to still send e-mails, messages,
receive information, and send out weather data. Too bad this won't help me heat water
for showers...haha! Live weather from Danielson and Eastford at www.KB1JDX.com.



http://www.wunderground.com/
http://www.kb1jdx.com/
http://www.kb1jdx.com/

ECARA Calendar of special events 2014:

Club meetings held every second Monday of each month.

Date
1/20
3/8

3/9

3/14
3/15
3/15

3/28

4/11

5/3

Sky Warn Class 5/20

Woodstock Road Race 5/26
ECARA Field Day 6/27-29

Deary Road Race 8/9

VJ Day Parade 8/10
Brookyn Fair 8/21-24

ECARA Breakfast 9/TBD

Annual ECARA Picnic TBD

ECARA Election of Officers &
Xmas Party

Purpose

define direction for year
Social event, Main St Grille, Putnam
0900

Safety & communications
8PM, St Joseph’s church hall, Dayville
Club fund raiser
Examination for those needing ham license

Refurbish battery packs of older HTs for
distribution to new members if needed, BYOB

Complete project, BYOB, 6:30PM
Safety & communications
NDDH 69 South Main Bklyn: 7-10PM
Safety & communications
Contesting & emergency readiness

Safety & communications

Safety & communications

Promote Ham Radio to public

Social event, Main St Grille, Putnam
0900

Socialization, and business related activities
(if any), BYOB & soft drinks

Social & administrative event

Contact/Net

Control
K1AGL

K1AGL

KB1JDX

KINLX
KINLX
KB1JDX

KE1LI

KE1LI
K1JSH
KB1DGY
KE1LI

Attendance
9 attended
~20 attended

11 attended

~12 attended
19 vendors 184 entrants
12 examinees

~10 attended

~10 attended
5 attended
All interested hams
>7 ops needed
Any ham

TBD

TBD
TBD

Members, family & friends

Members, family & friends

Members, family & friends




Membership Application Form:

Eastern Connecticut Amateur Radio Association

Membership Application / Renewal

|:|New Membership; |:|Renewa| Membership

Today’s Date:

If you are already a “Ham”,

If you are an aspiring “Ham”,

ADDITIONAL INFO

. PLEASE SELECT
please complete below then | please complete below then (not required, but ONE:
the yellow area: the yellow area: helpful) ’
FIRST & LAST NAME: YOUR DOB:
CALL SIGN: |:| INDIVIDUAL
(520/yr)
LICENSE STREET ADDR: SPOUSE NAME: |:| FAMILY
CLASS: (530/yr)
HANDLE (nickname): CITY, STATE, ZIP: SPOUSE DOB: |:| SENIOR
(515/yr)
DOM:
FIRST YEAR LICENSED:
ARRL MEMBER: []yes [Ino |:| STURERTT
CURRENT PHONES (home& cell) 1* Year
HOME: CELL: [] ECARA
course
CURRENT EMAIL: Would you like to
receive the SinePost? |:| PROVISIONAL
Oyes [no

ECARA Treasurer, PO Box 63 Dayville, CT 06241, Phone # 860 928 5147, Fax # 860 928 3844




